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Kids being kids TOGETHER!

Max at his community preschool i Max is 4 years old, blind, loves music, can
say his ABC6s, has devel opmental de
Does he really stand out as being that different?

HoWive talk about a persdnthe specific . L

. . likes, and dislike$ the same as any other
words we choose when making an introdu¢y.1 4 some kids might love Elmo, some
tion or telling a friend who we may have ruﬂﬂght like swings on the playgrour’ld —
into at the storé reallydoesmatter. People some might enjoy playing in the sink’ T
First Language is powerfiil putting the Il.can do these thinggogetherwith

persorbeforet he | abels. [t s, oM fuckdniiRakda 4
being politically correct i t 6 s a r & Qlyeagéar'nrﬂi@ r.&le@hig 17 A e
. &4 §M a9 yd 9uUidd ¢
about being respect irluoTa'innd O>t, 6s about N
choosing words that define who that perso _ S
is in a negative light. None of us wants to Kathie Snow is a disability rights advocat
be characterized by our most limiting traitsauthor, public speaker, and Mom to Ben.
| f we put a |l abel bRBehorartihel erfEReop
exactly what we are doinghe autistic credibly thought provoking. | strongly
child, the blind man, the brain damaged or€ncourage you to visit her web page at
handicapped baby, even the normal sibling¥ww.disabilityisnatural.conto read her
When we put a label before the person, wd d € as . Even if we
instantly highlight the differences between (many people I have met in the NFB do
us rather than focus on the similarities. Thishar e the fAperson.
is especially true when talking about chil- VI € W) . Kathi eds i
dren who have disabilities. Kids are kids for thought about how we use language
first and foremost they ALL are more alike€ vV € r yday . l'tos a
than they are diff eYoligtentohowygueyous family, friend
who happens to be blind or have a diagno§l§ coworkers use language each tayicks
of autism or use a wheelchaithey are all and stones may break my bones awdds

children. They have distinct personalites, CAN hurt meé

how we Vview and valjt

*The family stories we print are  personal experiences of members and DO NOT reflect the views of the entire MAPS group*



http://www.disabilityisnatural.com
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What do you do when it's ti

moveagair?

By Bethanne S.

Hi, my name is Bethanne S.*, mother of Sean
3.5 years oldwho was born blind with
anophthalmieof the left eye and microphthalmia
of the right, and this is our story. of closing? This isn't, by far, the heart of my
research. It just scratches the surfage.
quick call to the superintendent or someone
Whel‘rhy husband and | married, we in- else on the staff will give me a better idea of
tended to get through school, find somewhdrew the vision services within that state
to settle and stay there, most likely to be ~ work. Now, I'm getting to the nittgritty.
buried under the tafElm tree out backt Following that, we [Matt and I] take the time
sounded so simple and gootlen years later t0 consider if this is really somewhere we
and we're on our fourth relocatiohsome- want to live. How far is it from family? How
times wonder if there's a sign stuck to my big are the citiesMWhat is the cost of living
back that says, One more time, Lord! [100 being the US averagelhat is avail-
We came to Decatur, lllinois for security, a able for the entire famitynot just Sean,
job worthwhile enough to forgo the resourcépecial as he isOne thing we've found
we had in Fairfax, VirginiaAnd we were  throughhours [and yearsif researching is
blessed.Sean has been in a blended that vision services and quality of schoats
preschool setting with a marvelous special directly related to the cost of livingrhis can
educatiorteacher, a vision teacher, who intrgose a problem to people like us who see a 74
duced him to Brailleand an O&M instructor, of the cost of living scale and think, "Oh, to
who traveled well out of her way to cover olive there would be so awesome.et's put
area. this in perspectiveFairfax, Virginia, cost of
In May of this year, Matt got laid off. living is 121 and manDid we getgreat ser-
Through the pulling hair and despair, | knewices there! Decatur, Illinois, cost of living,
it was time to sit my butt down and start all 75, and we got luckyBut our luck ran out
over. We needed to find place we could be when at the end of this school year, Sean's
happy, and one that could offer us a vision teacher emailed us and told us she'd
continuation of the servicder Sean. taken a job in Bloomington and wouldn't be
My first step has always been to find the — available next year. Will they replace her?
school for the blind.Do you want to live in  They'll certainly try, with no guarantees.
Colorado? Google search for their school. I'll stop here for a minute to make a note: eve-
Montana? lowa? Texa$Tike checking out ryone has different expectations, everyone has
the web pages. Are they-tp-date? Do they a set of goals for family life and how that will
have summer programs? Are they in dangepring about success.
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There is no right or wrong in a journey likedistricts fare.How do they compare®s the
ours. These facts and perspectives are justrea rich in resources or will we be hard up
ours, and maybe they can help you, tdo. to find anyone who can teach Braille and
not, | hope you enjoy the story anyway. adjust lessons for the visually impaired?

Once we've picked a range of areas for odtinding a CompromiseThat's the last step,
selves, we dig even deepét's time to call isn'tit? In almost any decision made by
schools.In my mind, | picture all four of more than one person, there has to be com-
my kids getting on a bus for school in the promise. Will we have to give up our small
morning, | expect the usual teasing and jolown dreams in order to reach our

ing, a bicker here and there, but in the endjcals? Will we have to be satisfied with
family that will stick together and stand upless for SeanTompromise, we haven't

for each otheas well asanyone weaker  found it yet, but when we do, we'll have
than they are [I dream big. | can't help it. Ifound paradise*fingers crossed and look-
comes from reading and writilgmance ing to heaven*

novels]. | don't want Sean to always be

separate of what's norméabo for us, schoolPS...anyone live in the Colorado Springs
research is hugeOnce again, | hit the interarea? What about Idaho? lowa? Florida?
net. Is there even a link for special ed? Thitello? Anyone out therePm stuck in a
might sound ridiculous, but there are schomrnfield and | don't know how to get out!
districts that don't cater to the disabled or

vistallylimpalied e .d,on twant to be thereBethanne submitted this article to MAPS in July
[well we do, because it's probably that dinkyogi h o pef ul Iy sheos found a

town in that dinky school district that isn't field by now! You may contact her at
clogged with metro anything]l talk to www.bethannestrasser.coor
department heads, and if I'm lucky, vision www.seandidymus.wordpress.com

teachers, toolf I'm talking to a bigger city
district, | ask about how the outer school

The MAPS Moms want to hear from you é if you would like to share a

family story for a future  Finding Our Way newsletter, please email us at
owner@maparentsupport.com



http://www.bethannestrasser.com/
http://www.seandidymus.wordpress.com/
mailto:owner@maparentsupport.com
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Making the mostw ri \rxU

most restrictive environment by vegane.




